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the Appenzell, Grisons Striped, Valais Blackneck, and Verzasca in
Switzerland. There are also several rare breeds, mostly kept by fanci-
ers or in conservation herds. These include the Bagot, Old English,
Golden Guernsey, and Irish in the British Isles; the Dutch Dwarf,
Dutch Landrace, and Dutch Pied in the Netherlands; the Catalan,
Massif Central, Poitou, Provencal, and Rove in France; the St. Gallen
in Switzerland; and the Peacock goat in Germany.

The importation of goats raised for fiber is a recent and growing
interest in many European countries. The use of the imported ani-
mals to upgrade local goats for fiber production has further jeopar-
dized the survival of some populations.

In Scandinavia, the Norwegian goat has absorbed the declining
native goats of Sweden and, to a lesser extent, Finland to form the
flourishing Nordic breed. The Icelandic breed, which was down to
only 200 animals, has been saved through a state program initiated in
the 1970s.

The number and status of goat breeds in southern Europe are
shown in Table A-3. The table excludes the Swiss derivatives in Italy,
which are among the major breeds in that country. The large number
of minor and rare breeds reported for Italy reflects recent identifica-
tion of several local breeds in what was hitherto considered a hetero-
geneous population and, to a great extent, still is.

In the Commonwealth of Independent States, dairy goats are mostly
restricted to individual holdings; the only recognized breeds are the
Saanen derivatives in northern European Russia (Russian White and
Gorki) and the native Mingrelian in Georgia. The state and collective
farms in the Don basin and in central Asia keep large herds of down
(cashmere) and mohair goats of several breeds, most of them of re-
cent formation from crosses onto the local coarse-haired goats. The
latter are found in small numbers in central Asia and in Transcaucasia.

Asia

In southwest Asia, there are many interesting and important goat
breeds. These include the Angora and Anatolian Black of Turkey, the
Mamber and Damascus of Syria, the Israeli Saanen (the only Euro-
pean influence), and the Iraqi. These are the breeds listed as ""major"
in Table A-3. The Damascus goat of Syria, a dairy breed, is in need of
conservation and improvement. The minor breeds of southwest Asia
may also be numerically and economically important, but they have
not been adequately described, except for those in Turkey.

In the Indian subcontinent, there are very many goats, and a large
proportion have been classified into recognized or local breeds (Table